
Who’s who in court Things to know
Is my case on today?
Check the court list. You can find it on the 
notice board or ask the court officer.

When will my case start?
You should be at court by 9.30am but this 
does not mean that your case will start then. 
Sometimes there can be a long wait until your 
case is heard.

Can I get legal aid?
Not everybody can get legal aid. If you have 
not applied for legal aid before your court 
date you may be able to do so at court. See 
one of the Legal Aid NSW duty lawyers who will 
explain what you need to do next.

Want to know more?
Ask for the brochure Going to Court at your 
local Legal Aid NSW office or your Local Court. 
This will help you prepare for your day in court.

Getting help
You should get legal advice as soon as possible.

If you do not have a private lawyer call 
LawAccess NSW. LawAccess NSW is a free 
government service that provides legal 
information and referrals for people in NSW.  
You can call LawAccess NSW on 1300 888 529 
or access their webchat function at  
www.lawaccess.nsw.gov.au.

Legal Aid NSW provides legal advice and legal 
representation in court for eligible clients. Call 
LawAccess NSW on 1300 888 529 for a referral 
to see a lawyer before your court date. 

If you are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander you 
can also contact the Aboriginal Legal Service 
(NSW/ACT) (ALS) for free legal advice. To find 
your closest ALS office call 1800 765 767.

The monitor 
records everything 
that is said in 
court.

The magistrate 
decides whether 
you are guilty 
or not guilty, 
and what the 
penalty will be. 
In court, the 
magistrate is 
called “Your 
Honour”.

In most cases anyone can 
come into court, so you 
can bring your friends and 
family with you for support. 

You (the defendant) can represent 
yourself or have a lawyer represent 
you. Speak clearly and loudly. Listen 
carefully to everything and if you 
don’t understand something, ask the 
magistrate to explain it to you.

The prosecutor represents 
the police in criminal 
cases. In serious cases, 
the prosecutor may be 
a lawyer from the Office 
of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (ODPP). 

If you have to give 
evidence about a 
case in court, you 
sit in the witness 
box.

The court officer organises 
the court lists and sorts 
out who has a lawyer and 
who doesn’t. The court 
officer calls people into 
the courtroom and tells 
them where to sit or stand.

Your lawyer represents you 
at court. Acting on your 
instructions, your lawyer will 
enter a plea of guilty or not 
guilty, conduct your case 
at the hearing, and tell the 
court about you if you are 
being sentenced.
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