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This brochure is a general guide to the law. You should not rely on it as legal advice, and we 
recommend that you talk to a lawyer about your situation.

The information is correct at the time of printing, however it may change. For more 
information contact LawAccess NSW on 1300 888 529.

 © Legal Aid Commission of NSW 2022

You may copy, print, distribute, download or use this work for a non-profit purpose as long as 
the original meaning is kept and Legal Aid NSW is acknowledged as the owner. To reproduce 
or modify the work for any other purpose you need to request permission from Legal Aid 
NSW.

Do you need help to contact us? 
If you need an interpreter, call the Translating and Interpreting Service (TIS National) 
on 131 450 (9am – 5pm) and ask for LawAccess NSW.

Do you find it hard to hear or speak?
If you find it hard to hear or speak, call us through the National Relay Service (NRS) 
on 133 677 and ask for LawAccess NSW or visit: www.relayservice.gov.au. 

http://www.relayservice.gov.au
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What is a Section 14? 

If the police charge you with a crime, you might go 
to court.

At court, the magistrate can make an order called 
a Section 14.

A magistrate is a type of judge.

A Section 14 means you won’t have to:

	● pay a fine
	● go to jail.

But if you get a Section 14, you must agree to get 
some help.

You can say what help you want.
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If you follow your Section 14 for a year, you won’t 
have to go back to court.

If you don’t follow your Section 14, you might have 
to go back to court.

You will get a support plan.

A support plan is sometimes called a treatment 
plan.

Your support plan talks about:

	● what support you need
	● how you will get that support.

You must agree to follow what your support plan 
says.
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Who can get a Section 14? 

A magistrate can give a Section 14 to people who 
have problems with their mental health.  

When someone has a cognitive disability, they can 
find it hard to: 

	● think
	● communicate
	● understand
	● remember.

A magistrate can give a Section 14 to people with 
a cognitive disability. 
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Your mental health is about how you:

	● think
	● feel
	● manage your feelings. 

The magistrate will want to know about your: 

	● cognitive disability
	● mental health problems. 

The magistrate will also want to know what 
services you use for support.
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Contact us 

You can contact your lawyer if you have any 
questions about your:

	● case
	● Section 14 order. 

Your lawyer’s name: 

Your lawyer’s phone number:

You can also call LawAccess NSW 1300 888 529 
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